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The Newsletter for Marshall University

November 21, 2018

University committee on building names to hold
public information session Nov. 28
The Marshall University Presidential
Committee to Examine Building Names
will hold a public information session next
week to discuss its process and an
upcoming opportunity for people to
provide input.
The information session will be held at
5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 28, in
Room BE-5 of the Memorial Student
Center.
President Gilbert formed the committee in
April in response to a student’s inquiry
about the 1937 naming of the university’s
Jenkins Hall for a Confederate Civil War general.
The president appointed 12 members to the committee, representing students, faculty, staff and the
university’s Board of Governors. He charged the group with examining the names of all buildings on the
Huntington campus to determine if contextualization or additional action is needed.
The committee, which is chaired by Board of Governors Secretary Christie Kinsey, will be preparing a
report and recommendations for Gilbert to share with the full board at its regular meeting on Feb. 28,
2019.
Next week’s public meeting will include a presentation about the committee and its purpose; historical
information about General Albert Gallatin Jenkins and the naming of Jenkins Hall; comments from
representatives of various Marshall student organizations and others; and an overview of the committee’s
process for soliciting public comment on the matter next month.

For those unable to attend the public meeting in person, the session will be recorded and a link posted on
the committee’s website at www.marshall.edu/president/building-names.
There will be a public comment period from Dec. 3-14. A link to the online comment form and
instructions will be made available on the website following the public meeting.
For more information, visit the website or e-mail buildingnames@marshall.edu.

Auditoria staff group recognized with John
Marshall Service Award
Marshall’s auditoria staff group, which
includes Director of Facilities Jamez
Morris-Smith, Deb Carder, Kevin
Bannon and Sam Kincaid, received the
John Marshall Service award (formerly
Employee of the Month) Nov. 15 at
the Classified Staff Council meeting.
They were nominated as a group by
Lang Reynolds, director of the School
of Theatre, and Don Van Horn, who
retired as dean of the College of Arts and Media earlier this year.
“These four nominees have worked tirelessly to improve Marshall University’s public image,
maintain campus auditorium facilities and space, and support educational programs across
campus,” Reynolds and Van Horn said in their nomination. “From the planning and execution of
graduations, to dinners, to individual department and faculty programs in the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Arts Center as well as other campus spaces, Auditoria produces over 150 events each
year. These events regularly include Governor’s School for the Arts, Governor’s Honors
Academy, Drinko Academy, graduations, dinners in the Performing Arts Center, guest artists,
local community groups and dance companies. Featured programs include community

productions of ‘Narnia’ and the ‘Nutcracker,’ Marshall freshman orientations, Green and White
Days, the Fountain Ceremony, Week of WOW and ‘Traditions’ (the Week of WOW musical),
Marshall University official memorials, and celebrations in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse.
“In addition, they are regularly involved in the production of the School of Theatre season
performances … What isn’t often appreciated is the time devoted to coordinating multiple details
such as catering, table settings, centerpieces, flow of guests, flowers, managing the costs,
paperwork and billing to make each event successful. For example, only an observer of all the
events in a single week would see how the same flowers arranged differently create the
impression of a unique design for each different event throughout the week, saving time, money,
and maintaining the university’s public image. Even events with very short lead times, from
George W. Bush’s visit to memorial services, are treated with a level of dedication and
sensitivity unique to the staff of Auditoria.
“It should be noted that the Auditoria staff is also integral to the School of Theatre’s academic
production program: the Marshall University Theatre season. Auditoria staff are involved daily
supporting the school’s academic mission by supervising theatre students in backstage practices
and procedures for theatrical productions, including the construction of scenery, props, and
where practicable, integrating these students in building maintenance and Auditoria operations.
These practices have resulted in many ‘in-house’ building renovations which have saved the
university thousands of dollars. Examples include upgrading the rigging and lighting/sound
systems, keeping the spaces clean and safe, repairing tools and equipment, as well as supporting
events….
“From the box office and front of house operations, to stage operations and design, Auditoria’s
professionalism and dedication is ever present. Prospective students, parents, donors, and patrons
are favorably impressed by the high quality of on-campus public presentations at Marshall
University, in large part due to the efforts of Auditoria personnel.”
————
Photo: From left, Jamez Morris-Smith, Kevin Bannon, President Gilbert, Deb Carder and Sam
Kincaid at the Nov. 15 Classified Staff Council meeting, at which the group received the John
Marshall Service Award.

Important Notice for Time Clock Plus Managers
Due to Marshall’s holiday schedule, Time Clock Plus (TCP) will close at 5 p.m. Thursday
December 20, 2018, to allow adequate time to generate the paychecks for the January 4, 2019,
pay date. To ensure paychecks are generated for all employees, Managers will need to complete
the following in TCP by 12 p.m. Thursday, December 20, 2018:


Enter and approve clock out times for Thursday, December 20th.



Input and approve hours for employees expected to work on Friday, December 21st.

Any difference between the actual hours worked and hours projected will need to be manually
adjusted on the next pay period.
If you have any questions please email them to payroll@marshall.edu. Any adjustments to the
hours submitted must be emailed to the payroll office by 5 p.m. December 24, 2018, to
payroll@marshall.edu. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and Happy Holidays.

Governor appoints three new members to
Marshall Board of Governors
West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice has appointed three people to the Marshall University Board of
Governors.
William A. Smith Sr., Geoffrey S. Sheils, and H. Toney Stroud, all of Cabell County, will serve
three-year terms ending June 30, 2022.
Smith, a retired Cabell County Schools superintendent, will succeed Oshel Craigo. Sheils, who
is with Huntington, WesBanco, Inc., will replace Michael Sellards and Stroud, an attorney with
BrickStreet Insurance, will succeed Joseph McDonie.

Marshall President Jerome A. Gilbert thanked the outgoing members for their dedication and
service to Marshall over the past several years.
“The commitment to serve as a member of the board of governors requires hours and hours of
time, reading and study,” Gilbert said. “The entire Marshall community is grateful for the
service provided by these three outgoing board members.”
Gilbert also congratulated the incoming members and welcomed them to the Marshall family.
“I’m looking forward to working with our new members to continue the growth and success at
Marshall University,” Gilbert said.
The new board members are scheduled to be sworn in at the next Board of Governors meeting
planned for Dec. 13.

‘MUsic Mondays’ lecture series to continue
Nov. 26
The School of Music at Marshall University will present
another installment in its MUsic Mondays lecture series at the
Cellar Door, 905 Third Ave., at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 26.
The lecture, titled “Britten’s Post-War Women: A Charm of
Lullabies” will be presented by Dr. Vicki P. Stroeher,
professor of music history at Marshall. Stroeher has written
extensively on the music of 20th century English composer
Benjamin Britten, and is currently on research leave to study
Britten’s songs and song cycles. This lecture forms a small part
of her research.
“Benjamin Britten is one of the greatest and most well-known composers and performers of art
song in the 20th century,” Stroeher said. “Although his operas are more well known, his songs
and song cycles are more direct expressions of contemporary social and political concerns. His
set of 5 songs titled A Charm of Lullabies was written in December 1946 for the mezzo-soprano
Nancy Evans, who had sung the title role in his opera, The Rape of Lucretia. Far from being
nursery songs, these lullabies capture postwar anxieties, including the role of women in an
economically compromised Britain. The composer creates vignettes involving five female
characters, each of whom sees the world around them in different ways. They are charming, but
also quite serious.”
The MUsic Mondays lecture series will continue at the Cellar Door Dec. 17 with Stroeher
speaking on the topic of the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah.
The event is free and open to the public. Seating is limited, so come early and enjoy pre-lecture
conversations.
——

Photo: Dr. Vicki Stroeher will give a lecture on Benjamin Britten’s song cycle, “A Charm of
Lullabies,” Monday as part of the MUsic Mondays series at the Cellar Door in Huntington.

Marshall’s Jazz Ensemble I to swing back onto
the stage Nov. 28
Marshall’s Jazz Ensemble I
will be back on the Smith
Recital Hall stage at 7:30
p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 28,
with an all new program of
contemporary large jazz
ensemble works, as well as
some reimagined
arrangements of famous
themes and swinging classics
from the great big bands of the past.

The MU Jazz Ensemble I, under the direction of Jeff Wolfe, is the premier large jazz ensemble in
the MU Jazz Studies Program. The concert will feature compositions from jazz luminaries like
Charles Mingus, Benny Carter and Frank Foster, and will also feature music from modern
masters Geoff Keezer, Brent Wallarab, John Clayton and Rick Hirsch. As part of an underlying
theme, the band will explore iconic and notable jazz themes in new and exciting ways.
“One of the hallmarks of a great melody is its ability to be reworked and reimagined in ways that
its composer never intended, while maintaining its integrity, sound, character, and spirit,” Wolfe
said. “Without spoiling it, let’s just say that Duke (Ellington) or Bix (Beiderbecke) never thought
one of their most famous themes would be utilized in these new ways, but since they’re such
great melodies, I know the audience will immediately recognize the tunes.”
Over the past six months, the MU Jazz Ensemble has performed with world-renowned drummer
and band-leader Jeff Hamilton, as well as with NEA Jazz Master Jason Marsalis at the inaugural
Huntington International Jazz Festival and Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition.
In addition to multiple on-campus concerts each semester, the MU Jazz Ensemble I performs
frequently across West Virginia and the Tri-State area, and at regional high schools and jazz
festivals.
The Nov. 28 concert is free and open to the public, with sponsorship from the Marshall
University School of Music in the College of Arts and Media.

University employees receive special infection
control training
Nearly two dozen health and safety employees and carpenters
at Marshall University have received infection control risk
assessment (ICRA) training through the Keystone Mountain
Lakes Regional Council of Carpenters.
Marshall is the first university to be processed through the
council’s district, which includes West Virginia, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and several counties in North Carolina and
New Jersey.
The training instructs workers how to contain pathogens, control airflow, work with minimal
disruption and protect faculty, students and staff near construction sites. Training included eight
hours of detailed instruction for Marshall employees, plus collaborative leadership training for
managers and directors at a conference earlier this fall.
—–
Photo: Jeff Pratt, project manager for Marshall University (middle) signs an agreement with
Keystone Mountain Lakes Regional Council of Carpenters requiring all construction carpenters
working at Marshall University to have received Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA)
training effective January 1, 2019. Representing Keystone at the signing are Randall May (left),
ICRA lead and Ricky Okraszewski, industry outreach.

Thursday, Nov. 29, 2018
5:30 – 8:00 p.m. | Memorial
Student Center
Marshall University invites the community
to celebrate a Herd Holiday from 5:30 to 8
p.m., Thursday, November 29, in the
Memorial Student Center on the Huntington
campus.

The annual event features the official
holiday lighting on the student center
plaza, along with numerous activities,
snacks, giveaways and music. The event
is sponsored by Marshall’s Office of
University Communications and
Student Affairs.

Marshall Wind Symphony to perform ‘An
Evening with Friends’
The Marshall Wind Symphony will
present its final performance of the
semester, “An Evening with
Friends,” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 29, at Smith Recital Hall.
Under the direction of Dr. Adam
Dalton, the concert will feature
several guests and regional
premieres of new music.
The ensemble will kick off the evening with a regional premiere of Tyler S. Grant’s “Banner of
the Sky,” which Grant will conduct and which was inspired by the painting by Frederic Edwin
Church of the same name.
The Wind Symphony will also perform the newly released “Classical Concerto for Tenor
Saxophone and Wind Ensemble,” joined by world-renowned artist James Houlik, a leading
saxophonist globally, whose pioneering efforts have resulted in the composition of more than 85
new concert works for the instrument.
The second half of the concert will focus on the Wind Symphony’s yearlong theme of Music for
Social Change and will begin with David Maslanka’s tone poem “Hymn for World Peace.” The
evening will conclude with a unique work by Peter Van Zandt Lane, titled “Hivemind.”
“I am honored to welcome two incredible artists to perform with the Marshall Wind Symphony,”
Dalton said. “The music is very powerful and will hopefully have a strong impact on the
audience.”
As part of the Marshall University Concert Series, the event is free and open the public.

Marshall to present children’s opera ‘Little Red
Riding Hood’
Marshall University’s opera
program, Opera at Marshall,
will present the children’s
opera “Little Red Riding
Hood” at 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
1, at Smith Recital Hall.
Free and open to the public, the
opera is appropriate for
children ages 4 and older and
lasts about 45 minutes.

“This Children’s Opera not only has classical artistic elements but also fun and tuneful melodies
and texts for the audience of all ages,” said Dr. Alexander Lee, assistant professor of voice at
Marshall and director of the opera. “ ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ will make you and your children
appreciate and love this synthesis of music, stage and drama.”
The event is sponsored by the Marshall University School of Music in the College of Arts and
Media.

Marshall to present Christmas carols by Choral
Union
Marshall University’s Choral Union will present a
concert of festive Christmas carols at 3 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 2, at First United Methodist Church, 1124 5th
Ave., Huntington.
The Choral Union, directed by Deborah Bradley, will
be joined by the Musical Arts Guild in Huntington, as
well as the University Singers, under the direction of
Dr. Briana Nannen. They will also be assisted by
Lincoln Brass and Dr. Johan Botes on organ.
The program will feature a variety of traditional Christmas carols in unique and lively
arrangements. Featured soloists will be Marshall voice majors Shelby Gerlach, Cayce Murphy,
Neeley Jeffery and Bryce Dale.
“We are really looking forward to presenting our Christmas music to the community,” Bradley
said. “It is exciting to collaborate with so many talented musicians: Choral Union singers with
Musical Arts Guild Singers, joined by University Chorus, Lincoln Brass, MU instrumentalists,
Dr. Alexander Lee and Dr. Johan Botes on the mighty pipe organ. It will be a joyous, festive
feast for the ear!”

The event is free and open to the public, and will be followed by a meet-and-greet reception.
——–
Photo: Shelby Gerlach (left), Neeley Jeffery and Cayce Murphy (standing) will all be featured
soloists at the Marshall University Choral Union concert Dec. 2. Bryce Dale (not pictured) will
also be a featured soloist.

Marshall Health, School of Medicine to launch
Dementia Café for patients, caregivers
Marshall Health and the Marshall University Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine will launch a new
experience to help individuals with dementia and
their caregivers. Made possible through a $15,000
grant from the Bernard McDonough Foundation, the
Dementia Café will offer refreshments and creative
activities in a supportive setting.
“As dementia progresses, it often becomes difficult
for persons with dementia to be around people, places or events they previously enjoyed,” said
Shirley M. Neitch, M.D., a geriatrician at Marshall Health, professor, and director of the Maier
Institute for Excellence in Prescribing for Elders with Dementia at the Marshall University Joan
C. Edwards School of Medicine. “In addition to concern about their forgetfulness, persons with
dementia may also worry about being too messy or slow.”
The dementia café concept originated in the Netherlands in 1997 and came to the United States
in 2008. Marshall plans to offer Dementia Café sessions in Huntington beginning in 2019:


2– 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 25, at Huntington’s Kitchen on Third Avenue



2–4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22, at Huntington’s Kitchen



2nd & 4th Fridays monthly beginning in March

Participants may drop in briefly or stay the entire time. Caregivers will be able to engage with
other caregivers without having to plan activities or clean up anything. Persons with dementia
will interact with others who understand the challenges and concerns they face. Refreshments
will be offered and cultural activities will include background music and featured performances,
gallery-type art displays, art creation and crafting opportunities, and other literary activities such
as poetry writing and journaling.
“The Dementia Café will not only help those with dementia symptoms,” Neitch said. “Adult,
college and high school volunteers can experience the joy of helping others by sharing their
music or art or helping with greeting and cleanup.”
Reservations are not required, but interested individuals may call Marshall Internal Medicine at
304-691-1681 to assist refreshment and seating plans.
Marshall Health’s Dementia Café is another component of its comprehensive approach to patient
care. The Susan Edwards Drake dementia clinic already integrates physicians, pharmacists,
social workers and caregivers into a patient’s care and communication.
———
Photo: Dr. Shirley M. Neitch is a geriatrician at Marshall Health, professor, and director of the
Maier Institute for Excellence in Prescribing for Elders with Dementia.

Writers Series to celebrate works of Marshall
faculty
Marshall’s A.E. Stringer
Visiting Writers Series will
celebrate the recently
published creative work
and creative work-inprogress from Marshall
faculty members at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6, in
the Shawkey Room of the
Memorial Student Center.
The event will feature readings by Dr. Victor Fet, Dr. Laura Michele Diener, Nicole Lawrence,
Daniel O’Malley, Dr. Joel Peckham, Dr. Rachael Peckham, and Dr. Forrest Roth.
“These talented faculty writers will be presenting exciting work in a variety of genres, from
poetry and personal essays to fabulist fiction,” said John Van Kirk, coordinator of the A.E.
Stringer Visiting Writers Series.
Sponsored by the Department of English in the College of Liberal Arts, the event is free and
open to the public. Light refreshments will be served, and books by faculty will be available for
purchase.

School of Medicine supports rural primary care
providers through monthly teleECHO™ clinics
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, in partnership with Project ECHO® (Extension for
Community Healthcare Outcomes), now offers teleECHO™ training sessions at noon on the first
Tuesday of each month.
“TeleECHO clinics are basically interactive sessions between specialists and primary care
providers who are serving an often rural patient population,” said Jennifer Plymale, director of
the Robert C. Byrd Center for Rural Health at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “These
sessions allow the rural providers to participate from their clinics, therefore eliminating time
away from their offices or their families.”
The clinics connect primary care providers from multiple locations with a team of specialists
using low cost, multi-point videoconferencing. The providers present de-identified patient cases,
and the specialists provide expertise on managing patients with chronic, common and

complicated conditions. The case-based discussions are supplemented with short didactic
presentations to improve content knowledge and share evidence-based best practices.
Primary care provider participation in teleECHO clinics is free and includes continuing medical
education (CME) opportunities. The technology needed can be as simple as an individual using a
laptop, a hand-held mobile device, a small room set-up for one or two people, or a
videoconferencing room to allow the participation of groups.
“Currently, the teleECHO clinics alternate between a focus on endocrinology and cardiology,”
Plymale said. “We may later expand to include sessions about substance use disorder and the
geriatric population.”
Primary care providers interested in participating in these teleECHO clinics may contact Plymale
by e-mail at plymale@marshall.edu. The next clinic is scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 4.

Marshall Pathology establishes Dr. Linda G.
Brown Endowed Scholarship for Allied Health
Professionals
Marshall Pathology has recently established the
Dr. Linda G. Brown Endowed Scholarship for
Allied Health Professionals.
This scholarship will support full-time,
undergraduate students who are majoring in a
laboratory sciences program in the Marshall
University College of Health Professions. The
student must demonstrate need per the standards
of the Office of Student Financial Assistance,
and the student must be a resident of West

Virginia or Marshall University’s Metro Area (Gallia, Jackson, Lawrence, Meigs, Pike and
Scioto counties of Ohio and Boyd, Carter, Elliott, Floyd, Greenup, Johnson, Lawrence Martin
and Pike counties of Kentucky). This award can be renewed for a total of eight semesters if the
student remains in good academic standing.
Dr. Krista L. Denning, chair of Marshall Pathology, said the department decided to establish this
scholarship to honor Brown’s work in laboratory medicine and her retirement from the pathology
department of the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.
“Linda graduated from Marshall University in 1972 and worked at both Cabell Huntington
Hospital and St. Mary’s Medical Center as a lab technician before going back to school to study
medicine,” Denning said. “She graduated from Marshall University School of Medicine in 1993
and she did her residency in pathology at Marshall University. This scholarship will help
students further their education in laboratory medicine, something that Linda feels very strongly
about.”
Denning said this scholarship would benefit those who are interested in the array of specialties
offered to laboratory medicine graduates.
“It is a great time to be a laboratory medicine student,” Denning said. “There is a wide variety of
specialties you can go into and the job outlook in laboratory medicine is great. The field is
always evolving, with new technologies being introduced every day. If you study hard, a degree
in clinical laboratory science can open many doors for great employment opportunities.”
To learn more about the application process for the Dr. Linda G. Brown Endowed Scholarship
for Allied Health Professionals, contact the College of Health Professions by phone at 304-6963188. For more information about Marshall Pathology, call 304-691-8850.

Specialists join Marshall Internal Medicine
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine,
Marshall Health and Cabell Huntington
Hospital medical and dental staff welcome
three new specialists in the areas of
pulmonology, critical care medicine, sleep
medicine and endocrinology.
Mohammed AlJasmi, M.D., a board-certified,
fellowship-trained pulmonologist, has been
named an assistant professor in the department
of internal medicine. He specializes in sleep
medicine, pulmonology and critical care medicine.

He earned his medical degree from Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland-Medical University of
Bahrain in Bahrain. He completed his internal medicine residency as well as sleep medicine and
pulmonary/critical care fellowships at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, Michigan. AlJasmi is
certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine.
Ronald J. Innerfield, M.D., FACE, a board-certified, fellowship-trained endocrinologist, has
been named an assistant professor in the department of internal medicine. He specializes in
endocrinology and digestive health.
He received his medical degree from New York University in New York City, followed by an
internal medicine residency and endocrinology fellowship at Bellevue Hospital/NYU Langone
Medical Center, also in New York. Innerfield is certified by the American Board of Internal
Medicine with subspecialty certifications in endocrinology, diabetes and metabolism.
AlJasmi and Innerfield are both accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Internal
Medicine, an outpatient department of Cabell Huntington Hospital, 1249 15th Street,
Huntington, at 304-691-1000.
Ghassan Bandak, M.D., is a board-certified, fellowship-trained intensivist. He has been named
an assistant professor in the department of internal medicine.
He earned his medical degree from Jordan University of Science and Technology in Jordan. He
completed his internal medicine residency at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, followed by a
nephrology fellowship at John Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland and a critical care
fellowship at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. Bandak is certified by the American Board
of Internal Medicine with a subspecialty certification in nephrology.
Bandak is a hospital-based physician specializing in caring for patients who are in the critical
care unit and does not see patients in the outpatient setting.
———
Photos: From left, Mohammed AlJasmi, M.D.; Ronald J. Innerfield, M.D., FACE; and Ghassan
Bandak, M.D.; have joined Marshall Internal Medicine.

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Tom Hisiro
Dr. Tom Hisiro, professor of leadership studies, has been chosen to participate in a multistate,
standard-setting study being conducted by Educational Testing Service (ETS) for the School
Leadership Series/School Superintendent test. The purpose of this multistate study is to
recommend a passing score for the test. The study will be conducted on ETS’ Princeton campus
in New Jersey at the Chauncey Conference Center from Dec. 2-4, 2018.
Hisiro is among 15 professionals throughout the country who were selected as participants.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 28, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 26, 2018.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/November-21-2018.

